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A Word from the Chair

Why I Am a Democrat

My earliest memory of politics was the

presidential election of John F Kennedy. I was in first
grade and remember our chant of, "Kennedy, Kennedy,
he's our man, Nixon belongs in the garbage can!" It was
so exciting to have the candidate my family supported
win the election.

My parents are Richard and Joyce Bates. They both
came from Democratic households and from childhood
to adulthood, FDR was their president. Their strong
belief that the Democratic party was the party who "truly
cared about" and "cared for" the common people, was the
belief they shared with their children. Politics and current
events were discussed frequently in our house. We
watched the nightly news with Walter Cronkite and my
father would not only comment on what we heard on the
news but also from what he had read in newspapers and
magazines. | learned that Democrats had supported and
passed legislation that protected the unemployed,
workers, the elderly, disabled, and minorities.
Republicans supported "big business" and the wealthy
and worked hard to convince the rest of us, usually
through fear tactics, that their policies were good for the
rest of us too.
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As an adult, I have not changed my beliefs, instilled
in childhood, that Democrats individually and as a party
represent what is best for most individuals and for our
country as a whole.

Now, it is time for Democrats to "wake up!" Our
excitement at the election of President Obama cannot
give way to complacency. The recent election in
Massachusetts and the Supreme Court ruling about
campaign-financing are extremely troubling. The
problems created by the Bush administration have been
difficult and slow to resolve and Republicans are
attempting to build momentum for the upcoming
elections by becoming conveniently amnesic about their
role in our current difficulties and loudly promoting their
paranoid agenda.

We need to all become active again in 2010 as we
work to maintain and grow the Democratic gains we
made in 2008.

Barbara Bair

Maintain the Momentum!
Watch for your membership renewal from DPSC coming in the mail soon!
Every renewed membership helps maintain the momentum.

Our Mission: Providing leadership and support for Democrats and like-minded citizens to translate our ideals

into a government that is truly of the people, by the people and for the people.
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Fred Clark

42nd Assembly
District

The Clark for Wisconsin team
welcomed new committee chair Fred
Wollenburg with a detailed campaign plan
for 2010, outlining message, outreach, and
fundraising strategies for the next ten
months. Pardeeville’s A.J. Salas is currently
the only declared Republican contender in
the 42nd District, though other candidates
may yet emerge.

Campaign Update

Meanwhile, Fred continues to actively
engage local constituents and is gaining a
reputation in Madison as open-minded and
clear-thinking. He continues to push the
Democratic leadership toward a more
aggressive approach on difficult issues such
as school finance reform.

A surge in contributions toward the end
of 2009 was encouraging (and highly
appreciated!), though overall fundraising
still trails budgetary benchmarks. We know
that the 42nd is a top target of Republicans
this year, and we will need every Democrat
in the district to pitch in in order for Fred to
win. We plan an aggressive, positive
campaign, and have opportunities for

volunteers who would like to be involved
right now:

conducting on-line research;

hosting “house parties” for small
groups of potential donors;

assembling campaign buttons and
mailings; and most critically,

writing letters to the editor with
specific themes in support of Fred.

~ Rob Nelson, Clark
Campaign Correspondent for the
February §.C. Democratic Voice

Calendar
February February March April
Thursday, Feb. 4 Saturday, Feb. 20 No General Thursday, April 1
1(\;4%2?{3; Membership 3\]30 AM.— ;30 Pl\\//l ) Mem}aership e
6:30 PM G 1SCOnSIn Flve.r :;1 <y Meeting Membership
Business Meeting rassroots Festiva Meeting
7:00 PM Wisconsin Heights High 6:30 PM
Speaker/Program — Tom School, Hwy 14 between Black Business Meeting
Crofton, Richland Center, ~ Earth and Mazomanie, 7:00 PM

Building a Statewide Rural
Democratic Caucus”

information:
wrvegfest@gmail.com

Location:
Reedsburg Public Library,
370 Vine St., Reedsburg

The Wisconsin River Volley brassrons Fostal

DPSC Meeting Minutes

Peter Rickman,
Chair, DPW 2nd
Congressional District

Location:
Baraboo Civic Center

Look for the minutes from the February 4 General Membership Meeting in the March issue of the Sauk

County Democratic Voice

The Sauk County Democratic Voice is authorized and paid for by the Democratic Party of Sauk County, Wisconsin, Bill Stehling, Treasurer.
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How I Became a
Democrat

When I was s years old,

Lyndon Baines Johnson was running
to become President of the United
States in 1964. Of course, since 1
was a little kid, I thought it was
pretty cool that a man with the same
last name as mine was running to be
president. A friend of mine helped
me make campaign signs for
Johnson and I remember parading
around the school during recess
chanting some silly thing we made
up as we marched.

My parents were not overtly
political. I really don't remember
them expressing a preference for one
party or the other. Maybe they did
and I don't recall. I was always one
for watching the news and keeping
up with current events. This did

Opinion

cause some friction with my brother
who wanted to watch something else
at 5:30 instead of Walter Cronkite.

In high school I read a lot about
Watergate. However, for some
reason, this didn't seem to attract the
attention of the girls. Maybe it did
and I was too preoccupied to
notice. I went to my 5 year high
school reunion and we either didn't
have another one or I missed them
but when I went to my 20 year, more
than one person told me they were
glad I hadn't changed when it came
to my politics.

When I started college, I wanted
to major in political science but my
father thought that wouldn't get me a
job. I ended up with a degree in
education, that didn't get me a job
either.

From then until about 1990, my
interest in politics waxed and
waned. As some things in my life
settled down (we stopped moving

every 5 years or so) and [ started
finding jobs that paid better, I found
I had time to start paying attention to
current events again.

As I learned more and more
about the Bush administration, I
became more and more angry. In
2006, I had decided I could no
longer remain on the sidelines and
complain. I had to get involved and
try to make a difference. I wrote an
e-mail to Ben Stewart and joined the
Democrat Party. Since then, I
helped in the election and re-election
of Steve Hilgenberg and served as
the vice chair of the Democratic
Party of Sauk County and as the
editor of the Voice. I will continue to
help with campaigns in the future
and I currently write a politically
oriented column for The Sauk
Prairie Eagle, promoting the liberal
point of view.

Bob Johnson

EditorOs Notdn this issue of the Sauk County Democratic Voicee introduce a column in which Democrats
can share their political development and philosophy. We welcome your submissions for this column and
look forward to getting to know our Sauk County Democrats. Submissions for this column should be 500
words or fewer in length. Send submissions to jwheel956@hotmail.com or DPSC Editor, 1000 Landau Lane,

Baraboo, WI 53913.

Open Letter to President Barack Obama

There are approximately 100,000 mostly
Blackwater mercenaries now deployed in
Afghanistan. Compared to the 90,000 or so United
States military in Afghanistan, this war has, as

with the quagmire in Iraq, been largely privatized.

Congressional testimony shows each Blackwater
operative, now called “Force Z,” costs taxpayers
$1,200 a day. Sergeants in our military cost about
$60,000 a year. Comparable positions in Force Z,
manned chiefly by former members of the United
Sates military, cost the federal government over
$400,000.

Privatization of the war in Iraq, which is
waged in our name, has resulted in the slaughter
by Blackwater for years of untold numbers of
innocent Iraqis, such as 17 men, women and
children in Baghdad at Nisour Square on
September 16, 2007. Not a single mercenary has
been punished in a court of law for any of these
outrages. The Department of State, the employer
of Blackwater, has given Blackwater blanket
immunity. As Brig. Gen. Karl Horst deplored:
“These guys run loose in this country...There is no
authority over them,...They shoot people and
someone else has to deal with the aftermath. It
happens all over the place.”

Defense Secretary Gates bluntly noted the
mission of many private security contractors is at
“cross purposes to our larger mission in Iraq.” Pay
disparity, lack of discipline and accountability
destroy any residual merit to our effort.

Before our military is dragged further
through the “Z-mire” in Afghanistan, I again
respectfully request you cease misguided military
missions in Iraq and Afghanistan and continue
vigorous international police operations with our
allies.

Respectfully,
Jim Schernecker, Reedsburg, WI

Opinions expressed here are the sole responsibility of the writer, and do not necessarily rel3ect the positions of the Democratic Party of Sauk County.

Email jwheel956@hotmail.com

3

to comment or to submit possible articles for future issues.
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Bill Stehling, Sauk City..........cccccouc..... THEASUTET ... 608-643-8024.........oceveeecncnnen. stehlwt@chorus.net

Crofton to Speak at February DPSC Meeting

The Democratic Party of Sauk County will meet Thursday, February 4 at the Reedsburg |
Library, 370 Vine Street. At 7 PM, Tom Crofton, Richland Center, will describe progress in
creating a Rural Caucus within the Democratic Party of Wisconsin to increase attention give
the interests of non-urban voters.

The program is open to supporters. A brief county party business meeting will be held fr
6:30 - 7 PM, prior to the program. Crofton will also provide an updated list of a dozen state an
local candidates, including State Treasurer and Lieutenant Governor, who plan to attend an ever
in Richland Center the evening of February 12.

Sauk County Democratic Voice

Making Change
The Wsconsn River ey LA Happen

Saturday, Feb. 20
8:30 AM -9:30 PM
Special Guests:
Tammy Baldwin, Ed Garvey, Mike McCabe
* Talk Face to Face with State Legislators
* Effective Grassroots Organizing
* Meet Local Progressives
* Activist Training
* Issues Education

Wisconsin Heights High School, Hwy. 14
Between Black Earth and Mazomanie
Registration $5.00, Lunch (optional) $6.00.
Vegetarian lunch will be available.
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